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Aguniur certiffima populi vethigalia, G maxima, quibus amiffis, © pacis 
ornamenta, © ubjidia belli requiretis : aguntur bona multorum civinur, 


quibus eSt & a vobis O ab imperatoribus retpublice confulendum. 


Cicero. 





HAVE endeavour'd to trace the Footfteps of 

Party and to purfue it thro’ every Quarter of the 

Conffitution, wherever 1 could find it making the 

leaft Inroad or Encroachment. In the Church, 

in the Senate, at the Court, in the Coumry, upon 
the Bench, in the City, Navy, and Army, of upon 
whatever Spot J took it in the very Act of doing Mif- 
chief, and enlarging its Power and Dominion, J faild 
not to Deteét and Expofe it, and to warn my Fellow 
Subjeéts againft the pernicious Defigns and evil De- 
vices of this Inteftine Enemy; which now, upon the 
conclufion of a General Peace, is, like Death, the last 
Ene xy that must be Subdu'd, The Methods by which 
it hath gain’d fuch large Footing in Britain, and carried 
its Influence thus far, have already-been fearch’d-into 
and examin’d, and indeed lie obvious enough to the 
View of any common Obferver, whofe Experience in 
the Affairs of our Government reaches but a few Years 
beyond the Revolution. But after all, 1 muft freely 
own, that this Cancer in the State hath reach'd to one 
of our Vitals, which I never could imagine would be 
Touch’d or Infected by it. One would be apt to think, 
that Trade and Commerce fhould appear to be fo much 
of a general Concern, and fo entirely National, that 
all Parties fhould readily be reconcil’d in that, which 
is the common Intereft of All; and heartily concur to 
forward and promote it. And yet we plainly fee that 
Fittion has made an Intereft even here, and fer Men 
as much.againft their own private Gain and Advan- 


tage, as againft the Weltare and Profperity of the Pub-. 


lick. Fauéhon is the Great Leviathan at Sea, that trou- 
bles our Navigation, and takes its Paftime in difturbing 
and interrupting our Commerce: And at Land, it 
falls little fhort of that terrible Implement, a Spange, 
fucking up the Remains of Blood that ftill circulate in 
our Veins, and projecting fuch foolifh Emendations in 
the Schemes and Records of Publick Credit, that we are 
almoft come to Martial’s fhort way of Corresting and 
Criticizit Una litura potest. —— 

That Merchants and Traders thould be violent for 
Whiz and Tory is no new Thing, nor hard to be ac- 
courted for; tho’ of all Orders of Men extant in Great 
Britain, they have the leaft Reafon to run extravagant 
Lengths this way. But that they fhould introduce Wag 
and Tory into their very Shop-Books and Stocks, and be 
for or again any Manufailure or Branch of Trade, not 
out of an impartial Judgment of its real intrinfick Ad- 
valitages OF Diadvenese to the Community, by the 
good old Rule of Profit and Loft, but according as 
they find it fet on Foot or promoted by one or the 
other Party, this is very extraordinary and furprizing 
Conduct. If Whigs can be enrich’d and ealy, 
why fhould they repine at their Benefactors, or decline 
the Favour, only becaufe the Perfons they are-oblig'd 
to, are call'd Tories,,and have the Misfortune to differ 
from them, perhaps in ehe Original of ‘Government, the 





Mezafures of Sabm'ffion, ot fome othet Political Torick, 

to which Trade has no manner of Relation? Let 

them plainly own, they have more regard fora Par’; 

thin others can have for the Whole; more kindnefs for 

a Faction, than their Superiors can have for their Coun- 

try; and then the whole Secret is out, and the ftrange 

Inconfiftency reconcil’d, very much to their Honour 

and Reputation. Hard and Unjuft is the Fare of thofé 
Governors, who, if they leave the Bufinefs of Zide to 

the People moft nearly concern‘d in ir, are fure ta be 

Infulted and Upbraided with Neglect of the Common 

Good; if they Confule and Advife with chem, are as 

fure to be Mifled ; and if they proceed upon the clearct 

Principles, and moft advantageous Terms, are {till moft 

fure to be obftrusted, if not Defeated in their be Mur- 

pofes, by a Cabal ef Men, who will quarrel with the 

Benefit even whilft they take it from fuch Hinds, or 

will not take it, rather than it fhull not be quarrelid 
with: And who either will not fee, or cannot be 
brought to own, the palpable Difference between a Tory 
Patriot and a Woig Oppreffir ; who are able to proftitute 
their good Word and Judgment very much to the Ad- 
vantage of the Latrer, and whofe Expectations of fi- 
ture Power at their Country’s Expence, vaftly over- 
ballance any Gain they can at prefent make, in Part- 
nerthip with the reft of their Fellow Sifdjects. 1 muft 
freely fay, I think there is fomething monftroufly Per- 
verfe and defperately Malicious in the prefent Behaviour 
and Conduét of the Faction; who feem refolv’d to op- 
pofe and perplex the Commerce of Great Bri:ain, for 
no other reafon, but becaufe they fad it recommended 
from the Throne, and fee the M y heartily and 
generoully engag’d to do all they can to cultivate and 
promote it. 

No Man, who has never fo deep a Concern, ot fo 
large a Stake in the Stocks and Funds, or in any of the 
Trading Companies or Corporations, can be more fincerely 
affected with their Welfare and Profperiry, than I am. 
It is impoflible to be a Good Sulyeét, or, in thie Lan- 
guage of thofe who often fling my own Merit in my 
Face, to ferve the Mir+—my faithfully, without pro- 
fefling and giving Proofs of a tender Regard for Pub- 
lick Credit; and confequently, of a juft Value and Efteem 
for thofe Bodies ani Communities of Men, with whom 
the Care of that part of our National Intereft is in fo 
great a Meafure depofited. Iam fure [ cannot approve 
my good Intentions in this Cafe, by any berter Evi- 
dence than by endeavouring to fer thefe eaple right 
in feveral Important Points; that very nearly aftect 
them, and to thew them what is at prefént, and always 
will be, their beft and crueft Intereft. 

They know very well the Oppofition that was niade 
to their firft Rife and Inftitution. The Reafons and 
Grounds of this Oppofition are no Secret. Several 

ood and wife Men, well affected to Trade, and fincere 





- Lovers of their Country, perfift in their Fears and Jea- 


louties 
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_\ foufies of great and apparent Danger to the Publick 
. this 


; it is no Reflection upon the 


from 
~, Memory of the late Lord Chief Fuffice Holt, that he 
was eminently of that Number. The Bank of Sr. George 


at Genoa is a memorable and Infiance to. this Pur- 
pofe. Our Fears on this account canmot be fuppofed 
to vanith, as we fee thefe Societies daily pufliing for 
more Power and Jurifdiction; and yet it is certain, 
they proceed not from the End and Defign of erecting 
fuch Bodies (which was undoubtedly good) but from 
deep Experience of the Gorruptions of hupyan: Na- 
ture, and the Difficulty of chufing proper Hands, in 
which to re a Truft of fuch Rachie Iris a 
Jeft to fay, that Mens private Gain and Seif-Intereft 
will keep them. witbin due Boynds, and confine them 
to the proper Bufinefs and the Legal Powers of a writ- 
ten Character, when we have @ Fzétion among us, al- 
ways ready to gaily, with the Pluader oftheir owa 
Country, any Sett of Malecontents,- who will abufe 
Liberty for their Sakes, or facrifice their Intereft to 
“ cure the Reftoration of a fallen routed Party. The 
jovernment could have no other vifible Defign in 
forming thefe Trading Companies, but to raife Supplies 
for the Service then depending, with as little Expence 
to the People as poflible; and to. promote Commerce 
in general, by reconciling it with the particular Profit 
and Advantage of Men, beft knowing, and moft able 
to carry it on, and advance it into National. Wealth 
and Plenty. Whereas private Members engage out of 
a narrower Profpeét, and for the fake of pegfonal Gain, 
or to make the Fortunes of a fingle Famiiy(3,and.there- 
fore the Community ought to take great care, and 
keen a firict Eye overall fuch, left any of them being 
Bic oted to, or Bribed by a Faction, may attempt to fow 
the Seeds of Difcord, to embarafs and perplex the 
common Intereft, to divide the Society trem the Go- 
vernment (under whofe Authority it was erected, and 
by whofe Prote@tion it fubfifts), to arm it againft the 
Crown and Mi,——y, or by any means to make it In- 





‘ dependent of, of at open Enmity with, the Siaie ; 


wheiice Ruin and Deftruaion muft inevitably follow, 
and no one is a-Gainer but, Fttion, whofe: Ambition, 
Avarice, Hopes; Withes and Defires, all centre in Mif- 
chief, and who never fail. to. fee their Agents Indem- 
nified and amply:Rewavted.. But above ali, they muft 
decline medling in any of the Feuds, Anmmofiues, or 
Civil Difigntions, which rage in their Country ;. muft 
prossate Peace and Unity, and, to the utmoft of their 

ower, difcountenance all Gommotions and Diforders 
becaufe nothing .is fo great an Enemy toiZrade and 
Preperiy to Par-iamentary Efpablifhments and Securities, 
as Sedition:and Confufion, or renders Borb fo uncertain 
and precarious. 

There are Men, whofe abandance in Siock bears no 
proportion to their JImpudence, and who are, more 
clofely attach’. to the Interefts of a Faction, than ‘tis 
poilible for them to be to the Laws of any Society: 
There are Men, who have-gather'd their, Pixmbs trom 
the Groans and Tears of a plundered Nation, and who 
would gladly retuzn to the Old Trade of Conratts, 
Premiums, Remittances, Gc: There are Men, who are 
fond of no Manxfaélure fo much, as that.of Lyes, Cla- 
4 and Slanders, and whofe daily Commerce is in 
Sedition, Party-rave, and faucy Inveégtives. againft the 
Government: There are Men, who value. no Securiry 
f> much as the Re-eftablifhment of theis Party, and will 
therefore attempt it at all hazards: I do nat fay but 
fuch Men will force theit way by the Weight of their 


Bags into any -Zrading Corporation, and on that account 


they anuft be welcome : But if ever they getuppermoft ; 


if they are not only admitted, but fought after, and. 
advanced upon the, Merit of: cheir neente and : 


Lcendiaries, \ cannot help pitying the Saciety that falls 


into their Hands, and foreféeing the many Dafafters thay 


may threatep it, when enflaved to fuch Jittle Tyrant; 


infulted by P¥fanding Army of Brokers and Stock: Fubbers, 
and expofed to the Caprice of Change- Ally. eae 

Many honeft-Gentlemen know, and have felt the 
Weight of thefe Trading Companies at Elettions; and 
their Golden Ajes, like thofe of Philip of Macedon. 
have found but too eafy an accef$ to feveral Borough: of 
Great Britain. It is no Secret how clofely they concerted 
their Latereft, and which way- they always aim‘d it. 
in dire& oppofition to the Government, and not 
without fome durable Marks of inveterate Malice and 
Infolence. This Practice fhould be feafonably broke off 
for the fake of Frade and Commerce, having a tendency 
prejudicial to Both; leaft the Legi/lature be provoked 
to put a flop to it, by fome wile Provifion, which 
might not be altogether fo acceptable to thefe Men, 
as it ‘is appatently neceffary tothe publick Safety and 
Welfare. 

Trading Corporations were not Inftituted and EreSed 
for Political Academies and Oratories, where the Stripe 
lings and Yonkers of a Fiction are to do their firft 
Exercife, and try their Talents in Comon-place Ha- 
rangues and foolifh Declamations againft the Govern- 
ment and Mix 3; where little Avadleans and Dab- 
blers in Original Rights axe to hold forth upon Matters, 
as foreign to their proper Bufinefs, as to their Capa- 
cities and Underftanding. Neither were they intended 
for Fudicatories and Courts of Inguifition, where Gentle- 
men are to be tryd tor their Reputation, borne down 
by Numbers, cenfur’d for their good Services and Zeal 
for the Government, condemn’d unheard, and upon 
fuch Evidence, as would hardly give a Whig-Lye credit 
with the moft abandon’‘d of that Party. Or if they 
were intended .for this purpofe, it is unlucky enough 
that they fhould begin with a ‘Gentleman, whofe Repu- 
tation and Services are proof even againft Subornation, 
and the blackeft Arts, that were ever pradtis'd in De- 
fiance of Natural Equity and Fuftice ; and whofe Cafe 
in confideration of his Chara&er as well .as Innocence, 
wilbone day call for a Rebearing ‘in another Place. All 
the while Trade is neglected, and: out of the Queftion ; 
and if by thefe Prattifes ir be brought in‘danger, the 
Party can thank no Body but themfelves. 

What Ff haye faid upon this Subje&, is not purely 
Speculative and ‘Chimerical, but grounded upon Fuét 
and Publick Occurrence. There isa Company; in which, 
tho’ the Security and Advantage of the Proprietors be 
admitted for Good by the tacit Confeflion of vaft Num- 
bers: of Wihig-Sabfcribers, yet they have negleéted no- 
thing that might fink the Credit of it, and perplex its 
Affairs, in direst oppofition to a Government labouring 
to fupport and enlarge ir, and all this out of a Prin- 
ciple never heard of in any Society before, of monftrous 
Ingratitude and inveterate Spite to the Founder. 


ERRATA. 


Jn the Motto of the laf Examiner, for Tumulta read | 


Tumultu. 





ADKERTISEMENT. 


This Day is Publifhed, 

** RATES payable by the Tariff of 1664, on al} 
Goods and» Merchandizes Imported into, or Exported 
from France. The Drugs and Spices fet apart from the 
other Goods in the Importations, and ‘the Names: of 
both Alphabetically difpofed. To which is prefix'd, The 

ing’s Edi@& inthe Month of September, 1664. Publifh’d 
by Order of the Lords Commiflioners for Trade and 
Plantations. © Printed for Folin Morphew, neax Stationers 
Hall, Price 15. 
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